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Housings in the private sector vary greatly in terms 
of both interior design (space, comfort, equipment) 
and exterior location (location in the city, proximity 
with public structures and services). This docu-
ment presents different options and websites to 
help students in their research.

INDIVIDUAL RENTING
FLAT SHARING

SUBLETTING

All three of these options have something in 
common: the obligation to establish a lease 
with a private owner. A lease is a written 
contract signed by both the owner and the 
tenant with the purpose of defining the terms 
and conditions of renting. The lessor (owner) 
can be an individual or a legal entity giving 
the use of housing facilities for a determined 
duration and at a certain price.

Individual renting
This type of renting is appropriate for stu-
dents already independent and socially inte-
grated. The rent can be paid to an individual 
owner or a real-estate agency. It is usually 
nearly impossible to find this type of renting 
before arriving in France, unless you have 
a contact. A security deposit and the first 
months rent must be paid before moving in. 
The amount of the deposit is usually equiva-
lent to a month rent. Having a guarantor 
is compulsory and often a problem: most 
private lessors ask for a guarantor living in 
France, even to foreign students. In some 
cities and regions, specific bodies, banks or 
local authorities have put schemes in place 
to balance this obstacle.

Websites of free private housing advertisements:

www.avendrealouer.fr/

 www.entreparticuliers.com

 www.location-etudiant.fr

 www.pap.fr 

 www.paruvendu.fr/immobilier

 www.seloger.com

 www.trouvetonlogement.com

 www.visiteonline.fr

www.annonceetudiant.com 

Flat sharing
All roommates establish a lease with the 
owner and have the same rights within the 
housing. The lessor and the lessees are sub-
mitted to the same rights and obligations of 
an individual renting. If all roommates want 
to benefit from the social housing assis-
tance, they should make sure every room-
mate is mentioned on the lease. A “solidarity 
clause” is often added to the lease, which 
binds the roommates for the settlement of 
all debts due to the lessor. If one roommate 
can’t pay their share of the rent, the les-
sor can ask the others to pay for him. This 
clause lasts for the duration of the lease 
and is still valid in the case of a roommate’s 
departure, which means that he can be soli-
darily bound even though he doesn’t live in 
the housing anymore.
Many websites are available to help to meet 
people looking for flatmates. Registration is 
free on most of them, but access to housing 
advertisements is not. 

The CROUS, Cidj and Adil in 
each region may have a list of 
recently rented private housing. 
Don’t hesitate to check on their 
website. 

www.cidj.com

www.cnous.fr

www.anil.org
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  “The Île-de-France 

region is eager to facilitate 

access to the public real-

estate market (low-rent 

apartments called HLM) for 

students, in spite of sky-

high rent prices: 5% of HLM 

apartments is dedicated to 

people under 30 years old, 

often in the form of flat 

sharing

Registration can be as short as a few 
days/weeks. Cost based sites guarantee an 
advertisement control, student should be 
careful while browsing ads on free websites. 

Appartager.com
Both offeror and seeker must create a pro-

file. A non-free service can broaden the 
search. Advertisements reliability is guaran-

teed by a moderator. 

Colocation.fr
A profile must be created, but unlike other 
websites, Colocation.fr follows the regula-
tion of the French National Commission 
for Data Protection and Liberties, which for 
example forbids you to specify your sexual 
orientation. Access to ads and contacts for 
24h costs 1.80€.

Colocation.vivastreet.fr 
Free access to contacts.

Leboncoin.fr
Free access. Many offers, but lots of scams 
and repeated ads.

Pap.fr/annonce/colocation
Ads are reliable, but scarce. No information 
on roommates.

Recherchecolocation.com
Non-free access to ads (17 to 34€ depend-
ing on duration and city).

And :  
www.colocationfrance.fr

www.easycoloc.com
www.ma-colocation.com
www.okroommate.com 

(in English)
www.koloc.org 

(Fully free)

Subletting
In theory, a tenant cannot rent his housing 
to someone else. In order to do so, he must 
have the written agreement of the owner/
lessor. Without this agreement, the lessor 
has the right to terminate the lease immedi-
ately and ask for occupation compensation. 
The tenant cannot legally ask the subtenant 
to pay a higher rent than what he himself 
pays. Always check if the tenant offering a 
subletting has the lessor/the owner’s writ-
ten agreement, and then establish a written 
lease. The contract must mention the rent 
amount, the subletting duration, the parties’ 
obligations and the sharing of charges.

La réglementation autorisant 
lRegulation on subletting is 
not very well known in France, 
so very few websites offer 
advertisements about this type 
of housing.

www.souslouer.com

RENT PRICES FOR AN 
AVERAGE SURFACE 
BETWEEN 15 AND 20 M2 
(in Euros) 

MAXIMUM

MINIMUM

SOURCE / CENTURY 21
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